Preface to Thalassas’ Special Volume on the 4™ Symposium
on the Atlantic Iberian Continental Margin (vol. 19)

It is our pleasure to present a Special Issue of Thalassas n°® 19 comprising two volumes
(a) and (b) entirely dedicated to the publication of the invited conferences and extended
refereed abstracts of the 4th Symposium on the Atlantic Iberian Continental Margin,
held in Vigo (Galicia, Espafia) from the 7™ to 10™ of July 2003.

This symposium, conceived under the general idea of “THE OCEAN AS AN OPEN
SYSTEM?”, has provided continuity to the scientific exchange between researchers of
the scientific communities of marine sciences through the presentation and discussion of
scientific papers in the following main areas: *Tectonosedimentary processes,
*Environmental natural changes, *Modelling, *Environmental variability and ecosystem
functioning, *Ocean-atmosphere, sediments-seawater interactions and biogeochemical
cycling, *Marine resources related to the environment, *Characterization and dynamics
of littoral processes,*Human impacts in coastal ecosystems, *Fluid migration in marine
sediments.

This special issue summarizes in 175 high quality peer reviewed scientific contributions,
a multidisciplinary vision of this important oceanographic region, by investigating the
various existing interconnections between its constituent areas, from the coastal zones to
the abyssal plains. As such they represent a significant advance in our understanding of
past, present, and future processes influencing the Continental Iberian Atlantic Margin

These special volumes are intended to improve communication of the most recent
advances in a specific geographical area. Future special volumes like this, will also
address state of the art developments in specific topics and innovative techniques in
marine sciences. They are intended to form an integral part of Thalassas and will occur
with a biannual periodicity. We trust that this editorial effort contributes to consolidate
the increasingly high quality standards achieved by this international journal, reinforcing
its international circulation and impact. From our position in the editorial board we want
not only to invite all the marine science community to continue submitting papers to the
regular issue of Thalassas but also invite you to contact us if you are interest in the
edition of monographic volumes in the publication topics.

Vigo, June 2003

President of Honour,
Editor in Chief
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of the Prestige’s Oil-Spill off the
Galician coast (right) in November 2002
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